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Jean was born on April 13, 1928 
in Mantorville, Minnesota. Her 
parents, Harold and Ruth Currier 
had two other daughters, Phyllis 
and Iva Mae as well as a son, 
George. Jean’s parents farmed so 
the girls helped with household 
chores. Jean’s Mother sewed all of 
the children’s clothes and enjoyed 
quiet time to crochet, but much of 

her mother’s time was spent helping Harold with the farm chores. 
The children were fortunate to have a small creek on the farm 
where they could go wading and had a type of sand pit, which 
allowed them to play as if they were on a beach. 
The children attended school in Mantorville early on and would 
later go to Zumbrota High School where Jean would graduate in 
1946. Jean worked in an office for one year. Then she attended 
Minnesota State Teachers College and graduated in 1949. She 
went right after that to Stewartville, Minnesota to teach 2nd 
grade. Later that year she would meet the love of her life– 
Lavern. 
Lavern was born on October 22, 1926 in Calmar, Iowa to  
Andrew, a school custodian, and Ella, a homemaker. The family 
was completed when Vern’s younger sister Elizabeth Ann was 
born. As a young boy Vern spent many meaningful days fishing 
with his Uncle Oscar. Vern attended Calmar public schools and 
upon graduating went into the Air Force, stationed in Brookings, 
SD. Later, he would be in the Air Force reserves with a total of 
21 years of service. He later attended and graduated from Luther 
College in Decorah, IA. After graduating Vern went to teach in 
Stewartville, MN. The school was entering into a large expansion 
where 21 young teachers came together on Labor Day, 1949 to  
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meet about plans for moving forward with the expansion. This 
was the day Jean and Vern met. They were married on March 
17th 1951. In the early 50’s Vern earned his Masters Degree in 
School Administration.  

Vern attended the University of Colorado in Boulder. His degree 
eventually lead him to become a councilor, principal, assistant 
superintendent and business manager. In 1957 Jean and Vern’s 
daughter Wendy was born and their second daughter Betty was 
born in 1962. Jean was a homemaker during these years. Raising 
the girls, keeping the house, sewing and doing needlework. Every 
summer the family took a trip to Northern Minnesota spending 
time with Vern’s family. If Jean wasn’t holding a full time teaching 
job she was doing substitute teaching over the years.  

Vern retired in 1986. He and Jean left Stewartville in 2006 and 
moved to Decorah, IA close to Calmar where Vern grew up. There 
Vern came across several teenage boys who always seemed to be 
in trouble of some kind, but Vern didn’t have problems with them. 
One young man, Greg, was one of these boys. Years later while 
having lunch with friends, a young man came up to their table. 
Vern looked up to see a State Trooper speaking to him– this was 
Greg. Although the conversation is somewhat lost to memory you 
can be sure, even without words, Greg was expressing the fact 
that Vern knew who Greg could become even before Greg knew it 
himself.  

Jean and Vern are truly a “dynamic duo.” All of their years of 
teaching surely has left an imprint of kindness, caring, concern 
and inspiration in the hearts of hundreds of students over the 
years.  

Throughout the years the couple have always been 
very involved in the Church and their faith in God. 
Lavern and Jean have 3 grandchildren and 3 great 
grandchildren.  

We all wish them the very best as they celebrate 
their 68th anniversary on the 17th of this month.  

STANDING OVATION AWARD 

Congratulations Marilyn Knudtson! 
 

Marilyn is the February recipient of 
Ingleside’s Standing Ovation Award.   
This award is presented to an employee 
who does an outstanding  Job and has 
gone above and beyond to help 
residents, families and their  co-workers.  
Employees are nominated by residents, 
families,  co-workers or anyone they may 

encounter. Thank you, Marilyn for your commitment and 
dedication to Ingleside.  
One of our residents told us recently that you are the most caring 
and compassionate person she has ever met.  She says, “just 
seeing Marilyn’s smile is the best medicine ever”.  Residents, their 
families and your co-workers recognize your caring 
nature ensuring residents receive excellent quality 
care.  
 

Congratulations Marilyn and thank you for going above 
and beyond to comfort and care for our residents 

every day.  

Certified Nursing Assistant 
26 Years of Service 

WELCOME KRIS! 

Happy March Everyone!! I think we are all looking 
forward to SPRING!! I'd like to introduce myself; my 
name is Kris Owens and I am the new Administrator 

for Inglewood and Inglehaven Communities. Some of you may 
recognize me from working at Ingleside Nursing Home as the 
Admissions Care Transition Coordinator for the past three years. 
Prior to working at Ingleside, I spent a number of years caring for 
my parents in their home. My journey in caring for my parents 
has given me extensive knowledge in how to help our seniors 
navigate through the next phases of their life. I know firsthand 
how difficult it is to help transition loved ones to new 
communities for continued care. I feel privileged to have the 
opportunity to work with our Residents, 
Tenants, their families and all the staff at 
Inglehaven and Inglewood. Please be sure 
to call me directly with your questions, 
feedback, ideas and suggestions! When 
we work together, we make a great 
community!   
To care for those who once cared for us is 

one of the highest honors.  
-Tia Walker-author 



INGLEHAVEN RECENT HAPPENINGS 

INGLESIDE MARCH EVENTS  
1   Trunk Show 1:45  
7   Musical Entertainment 1:45 
11 Silvertones 10:30  
11 Steeple Friends 3:30 
14 Resident Council 2:00 
15 Horticulture Therapy 1:45 
16 Quilt Show 1:45 
20 Birthday Party w/ Foley’s 1:45 
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INGLEHAVEN MARCH EVENTS  
5   Kitchen Club 1:30 
9   St. Patrick's Craft 1:30 
12 Bird Club 1:30 
18 Balloon Fun 10:00 
19 Birthday Party 1:30  
20 Reminiscing 1:30 
25 Sing With Us 10:00  

INGLEWOOD MARCH EVENTS  
13  Gardening Club 2:45 
17  Shamrock Shakes 2:45 
20  Spring Craft 2:45 
31  Local History 1:30 

 
Margaret 

Duppler 

ARTIST  
SPOTLIGHT 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 
Karen grew up in Mazomanie Wisconsin where she still lives today.  Karen and her husband Kevin have 10 children 
ranging in age from 11 to 23 years old.  She is also proud to say she has 3 grandbabies.  Karen is one of our 
fantastic Cooks and is celebrating her one-year anniversary at Ingleside this month.  Below are some fun facts you 
may not know about Karen: 
- What is your favorite meal to make for the residents? Salmon Fluorentine. 
- When you have 30 minutes of free-time, how do you pass the time? Ha!! Sit in the shower and relax. 
- If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? Call my Uncle, he is a lawyer. Then I would      
 set a side money for all the kids.  
- What motivates you to come to work each day? I made bread with my Mother as a little girl. She made 
 everything homemade, and that is where I got my love for cooking.  

INGLESIDE RECENT HAPPENINGS 

Dietary Cook 
1Year of Service 
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