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As a non-profit 501c3 community, we thank  
you for supporting our mission of service to 
seniors through tax-deductible donations of  
cash or useful items. Please call our office.

InglesideCommunities.org

TODAY’S SENIOR LIVING

During COVID, residents in 
senior care facilities have 
struggled while visitation with 
loved ones has been limited 
or restricted. In WISH nursing 
homes like ours, as in others 
across the country, employees 
stepped up and became like 
family to residents, helping to fill 
days with creative diversions and 
one-on-one activities, spending 
time talking and sharing, being 
a human touch, meeting needs, 
sharing a meal and a laugh 
or a smile. This video, parts of 
which were filmed here during 
the summer, shares the stories 

of some of the 
many special 
individuals who 
work here and 
at other WISH 
facilities during 
the pandemic

Watch the video 
here: bit.ly/
wishvideo1

 
 WISH LIST – Ingleside Communities continues to raise funds  

to purchase more recliners for short term rehab patients at the Nursing 
Home. All donations are tax deductible and very much appreciated. 
If you are interested in donating toward these chairs you can donate 
through our website at: 

www.inglesidecommunities.org/make-a-donation 

Artist of the Month

Robert worked with Activity Assistants 
to decorate a pumpkin for Halloween!

*Please note all photos are from October.

Jane Flora has been a member of our activities department for many years and 
was one of two employees filmed for Ingleside’s portion of the WISH video. Jane, 
who is retiring this month after 18 years at Ingleside, says she’s enjoyed working 
with the activities team and finding creative new things for residents to do.

Giving Tree Reminder
Due to precautions, this year we have the 
Giving Tree painted on the main dining 
room windows, which is located by the main 
entrance. If you would like, you are welcome 
to stop and take a tag off the tree. Once you 
purchase the item, wrap it, attach the original 
gift tag to the gift and drop the wrapped present 
off outside Ingleside’s nursing home main 
entrance in the identified bins by December 
18th.  We thank you in advance for helping us 
make this time of the year a little extra special.  



STANDING OVATION
Congratulations Diane Halverson
Activity Assistant | 15+ Years of Service

Diane is our  
November recipient  
of Ingleside’s Standing 
Ovation Award.  
The Standing Ovation 
Award is presented to 
an employee who does 
an outstanding job and 
has prioritized helping 
residents, families 
and their co-workers. 

Employees are nominated by residents, families, 
co-workers or anyone they may encounter.  
Diane has worked at Ingleside for more than 
15 years.  Her commitment to Ingleside shows 
in everything she does.  She goes all-in for 
residents, their families and her co-workers every 
day ensuring their needs are first and foremost.  
A family member recently told us, “Diane went 
above and beyond to make my mom’s birthday 
special.”  The family member also said that 
Diane made the day special for everyone in her 
family, and they will always remember how she 
made that day so very memorable for everyone.      
Diane was nominated by a family member, a 
co-worker, and some of our residents.  Even 
though the pandemic has created some new 
and sometimes challenging ways to accomplish 
activities, Diane doesn’t let that get in her 
way of providing great care and showing true 
compassion for those she serves.  She goes about 
her day with a smile on her face (even through a 
mask), and a wonderful cheer in her voice.
Thank you, Diane for sharing your positivity with 
everyone you encounter and for going above 
and beyond for all of us. We appreciate you!
Pictured above is Diane, her son Braxton, and 
her daughter Brianna.

This award is presented to an employee who does an 
outstanding job and has gone above and beyond to help 
residents, families and their co-workers. Employees are 
nominated by residents, families, co-workers or anyone 
they may encounter. Everyone is welcome to stop by 
the Chatterbox to fill out a nomination for next month’s 
Standing Ovation Award. Families are welcome to e-mail 
a nomination to: csmith@carriagehealthcare.com.

* Holiday Gift Reminder *
If you have a gift to leave for a resident, please bring 
the labeled item to the drop off desk at the main 
entrance of the nursing home. Staff check this table 
often and will bring the gifts inside and deliver  
them to the appropriate person.  
Please do not ring the doorbell  
for gifts to be picked up unless  
it is an item that should  
not be out in  
the weather. 

Employee Spotlight: Meet Robert Myers
Dietary Assistant  | 8 Years of Service
Robert has worked as a Dietary Assistant for almost 9 years.   
He grew up in many cities and towns throughout the state of 
Wisconsin, including Mt Horeb. He lived in Florida for a few 
years, where he graduated from high school. Later, he returned 
to Mt Horeb, and has lived here since. He has two older 
brothers: James and Warren. Below is additional information  
you may find interesting about Robert:

This season shop at smile.amazon.com
and Amazon will donate to our facility.
Just login and choose Wisconsin Illinois 

Senior Housing Inc. as your charity
of choice. Visit amzn.to/2IwBS5n.

What motivates you to  
come to work each day?  
Ingleside has a great 
environment and friendly 
co-workers.
What is one thing you  
have on your “bucket list?”   
To sky dive.
What is one thing that  
most people don’t know 
about you?  I regularly 
participate in paint ball.
If you could have one 
superpower, what would it 
be?  To be invisible…. This 
would help with paint ball too!
What would a perfect  
day be for you?  To have  
the sun shining, sitting on  
a boat, fishing.

What is your favorite  
sports team?  The Green  
Bay Packers.
What’s the best meal you’ve 
ever had?  Steak (either a 
New York Strip or a Ribeye)
Where is your favorite  
place in the world?  
England (I have traveled there 
a few times to visit family).
If you won the lottery, what 
is the first thing you would 
do?  Move up north and buy  
a house on the lake  
(no work, unless I’m bored)
What chore do you 
absolutely hate doing?  
Cleaning house and dishes.



Skilled Nursing Events:
Mondays: Coffee & 
Cookies & Bingo
Tuesdays: West Hall 
Manicures & Exercise
Wednesdays: Church 
Service Pending Weather
Thursdays: East 
Hall Manicures
Fridays: North Hall 
Manicures
Saturdays: Family Visits
Sundays: TV Church Service
December will also be filled with 
holiday activities including caroling, 
crafts, cookies and more!  

Skilled Nursing Photo Highlights

Residents had a full 
month of Halloween fun 
in October which 
consisted of playing 
“Roll a Scarecrow” 
game, decorating 
pumpkins, Halloween 
photo booth, costume 
and pumpkin contest, 
pumpkin floats and lots 
of treats! As you can see 
from all the pictures we 
all got in on the fun. 



Assisted Living Events:
Mondays: Bingo
Tuesdays: Exercise
Wednesdays: Church  
Service Pending Weather
Thursdays: Manicures
Fridays: Kitchen Fun
Saturdays: Staff Surprise
Sundays: Crafts
December will also be filled with 
holiday activities including caroling, 
crafts, cookies and more! 

CBRF Photo Highlights

Residents at the Assisted Living also had  
a busy month of Halloween fun. Residents 
shared some laughs by telling jokes, 
decorated the walls with crafts, ate some 
yummy treats and so much more!



Resident of the Month: Eugene G.
I was born Eugene Edmund Gancs in Budapest, 
Hungary on June 18, 1930. My father was a 
printer. My mother was a primary school teacher. 
I had two sisters, Ester and Jolan, both older 
than me. We had a very tight family and I have 
fond memories of growing up during my early 
years. Life was good until the Second World 
War. In 1940, Hungary joined the Axis forces 
and life began to change. While waging war 
against the Soviet Union, Hungary engaged in 
armistice negotiations with the United States 
and the United Kingdom. Hitler discovered this 
betrayal, and in March 1944, German forces 
occupied Hungary. Approximately 300,000 
Hungarian soldiers and more than 600,000 
civilians died during World War II, including 
among them more than 400,000 Jews. 
It was against this backdrop that my father used 
his printing skills to falsify identification papers 
to help many Jews escape Hungary in the early 
part of the war. I was too young to know what 
was actually happening, but it is my belief he 
may have helped save hundreds of Jewish lives. 
I was able to continue my schooling and 
graduated from high school in 1948. I entered 
university and earned a degree in electrical 
engineering. It was during my time at the 
university that I met my future wife, Agnes 
Markovits. We had the opportunity to work 
together and fell in love.
After I graduated from university, I worked for 
the government to help repair the houses in the 
Budapest suburbs that had been severely 
damaged in the war. I was required to join the 
military where I worked as a radar technician. 
This was a difficult period in Hungary because 
the Russian communist party occupied the 
country. I had no choice but to join the Hungarian 
Communist Party. 
Eventually, I could stay in my country no longer. 
My girlfriend, Agnes, and I climbed under the 
iron curtain. She held my belt and crawled directly 
behind me through a minefield until we reached 
the safety of the Austrian border. Once across 

the border we were helped by the Red Cross to 
cross into Switzerland, where they were willing 
to resettle refugees from Hungary.  
We lived in Basel, Switzerland and we both 
worked in our fields of electrical engineering and 
technical drafting. Agnes and I were married in 
1957 and I continued working for a small 
engineering firm until 1960. My boss was an 
American engineer, so eventually he decided to 
move to America. One day, I got a letter from 
my former boss that said, “I am looking for an 
engineer just like you. Are you interested in 
moving to Appleton, WI?” We decided that we 
would leave Switzerland for a new life in America 
and made arrangements to move to our new 
country in 1960.
The transition to America was not easy, but there 
were several other Hungarian immigrants in the 
Appleton area, so they helped us feel comfortable. 
Most Central European exiles were multi-lingual, 
so we found friends among them. Speaking of 
language, we found it necessary to change our 
last name to make it easier to pronounce. When 
we came to America, it was changed from Gancs 
to Ganch.
I mentioned that our transition to America was 
not easy. Agnes (I called her “My Dear”) was 
pregnant at the time. Our son, David, was born 
shortly after we settled into our apartment in 
Appleton. Unfortunately, he was very unhealthy 
and only lived until 1966. We did not have 
additional children until 1968 when Danny was 
born and then Susie was born in 1970. 
Today, Dan lives in Mount Horeb with his wife, 
Ann. They have two children, Benelli and 
NamJin. Sue lives in Richmond, VA with her 
husband, Jerod. 
Getting back to 1960, when we arrived in 
Appleton, I worked for the same boss that I had 
in Switzerland in his small engineering firm. “My 
Dear” also worked for our firm drafting technical 
electrical drawings. We manufactured and 
repaired the machinery used in making pulp and 

Joe S. came to Ingleside’s skilled nursing following a fall that resulted in a broken hip. When he first arrived, 
Joe said that he was happy to be out of the hospital and relieved that he was one step closer to getting home. At 
first his biggest barrier was pain and weakness of his broken hip, leading to difficulty walking and participating 
in daily activities that he previously enjoyed. After a team approach from physical, occupational, and speech 
therapies, Joe has improved his strength and mobility. Joe is still working hard to get back to his prior level 
of activity. He says that his favorite thing about therapy is that he can tell the staff care, and his best moment 
in therapy was the day he realized it was getting easier for him to walk. When asked if he had any advice for 
others going through therapy, he replied, “if you don’t use it, you lose it.” We in therapy wish Joe the best of 
luck going forward and look forward to seeing his continued progress.

Short-Term Therapy Success Story

paper, the primary 
industry around 
Appleton at that 
time.
We learned the 
English language 
and, within four 
years, applied  
for American 
citizenship. We 
both eventually 
proudly became citizens of the United States 
of America.
We both continued working in our professional 
positions until our retirement. We loved to travel 
and made the trip back to the Old Country 
(Hungary) about every two years. We stayed in 
contact with our families there and our children 
learned to appreciate our heritage. They both 
speak some Hungarian and can understand the 
language well.
My Dear Agnes died in 2015, at the age of 81, 
of heart failure. We had a wonderful and exciting 
life together. We loved living in Wisconsin. It 
reminded us so much of the Old Country, with 
its hills, ethnic groups and wide variety of eastern 
European foods.
I moved to Ingleside Communities in Mount 
Horeb in 2017. My son, Dan, has lived in Mount 
Horeb since 1992, so this location allows me to 
remain close to him and his family. During this 
pandemic, I connect with both Sue and Dan 
twice each week by FaceTime. I still stay in 
touch with many friends from Appleton and a 
few of my relatives in Hungary. I miss having 
our big traditional Hungarian parties and meeting 
with friends and family, but it could be worse. I 
say to people, “I am alive and have a safe place 
to live, so I have nothing to complain about.”
I am so glad we did what we had to do to end 
up living in Wisconsin.



RCAC Events:
12/10  Holiday Traditions  
 Reminiscing
12/15  Holiday Craft
12/22  Christmas Jingo
12/24  Eggnog and Cookies
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RCAC Photo Highlights

Pictured above L to R: Eunice B., JoAnn R., Rebecca Z. and Carol G.  
spent some time making fall crafts and decorating pumpkins.

The tennants took time to dress up for Halloween! Pictured below L to R:  
Rebecca Z., JoAnn R., Top Right: Carol G., Middle: Eunice B. and Bottom: Al A. 


